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INTRODUCTION

This is a submission ndzO1 t | Y R [/ 2 dxhi@hefe Qdarry?Park Sefvicdddutcomes
Plan

Aotearoa Climbing Access Trus®CAE 0 a Rafional organisatiodormed in 2021that
represents the interests df S & % S IrotkiclynBify @ommunityits purpose iso promote
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safe and responbkie use of the climbing environment.

This submission rates b:

(@) I/ 1 tequastfor rock climbingo be includedasa permittedrecreationalactivity at
Waitipuo @ ! dzO{ f I Y RCoungidzgi®dA f oG KS &

(b) the benefits that rock climbingt Waitipucould provide taNew Zealandlimbers and
the local community

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ACAT would like rock climbing to be included as a permitted activity MW#igpu-Waitakere
Quarry Park Service Outcomes Rland forthe site to be developed in such a way that does
not hinder safe and accessible climbing.

Rock climbing is a saéad enjoyable sport that igxperiencing aapid grovth in popularity,
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Waitipu will help create aibrant, diverse Auckland with equitable access to the outdoors,
benefitting the community througkhe health, wellbeing and social interactions that climbing
creates.
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Highquality outdoor climbing locatias are hard to find and there acairrentlyonly two active
climbing areas irthe Aucklandregion both on Councilreserves ACAThasa goodworking
relationship with the Council regarding climbing at these sitesd wlunteers from the
climbing communityegularly contribute to environmental initiatives in these areas.

The proposed Waitipu Pahias excellent rock climbing potential and offers a rare opportunity
for a new outdoor climbing facility that wifirovide active recreation opportunities tthe
wider Auckland regioand the West Auckland community in particular

Development of the climbing potential at the site can be undertaken by experienced members
of the climbing community and would not requia@y Council funds or operational support.

ACAT can work with the Council to ensure that climbing actiati®gaitipuare well managed
and do not conflict with other uses of th@rk, as we do currently in relation wther sites.

BACKGROUND

Aotearoa las a proud history of rock and mountain climbing and continues to celebrate the
exploits of our most famous climber, Sir Edmund Hillary.

Another famous climber, Sir Graeme Dingle KNZM, MBE, is the official Patron of ACAT. Sir
Graeme has dedicated Hige to youth development and outdoor pursuits, founding Hillary
Outdoors in 193, which has made a lasting impact on thousands of young people through its
LIK A £ 2 avautiKéamingdThrough Adventéred

Sir Graeme and his wife-done Wilkinson, Lady Djie, went on tocreate the Graeme Dingle
Foundation, a leading child and youth development charity that empowers thousands of
young people every year to succeed and overcom@lidbstacles.

These values permeate ACAT today. We are a registered chatitailéhat works to create
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beautiful environment.

Today, he sport of rock climbing is rapidly growing in popularity in New Zealand and
internationally and featured prominently in the Toky@020 Olympic GamesContrary to
commonperception, modern climbing is a relatively laigk sport that is enjoyed by people

of all ages and backgroundehe advent of indoor climbing and improvements in safety have
made climbingever more accessible to a range of age groups and communities.

New Zealand has a thrivimgcreational climbing communityhat valuesgetting out into

nature and climbingliffs across the country. Nowadays, most climbers start out in indoor
climbing gyms (of which there are several across Auckland), which provide a safe learning
environment in which to acquire skills and experience before venturing outdoors.
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CLIMBING IMUCKLAND

Auckland boastdour major commercial climbing gym#cluding two new worletlass
facilities that haveopened within the past three yearsBoulder Coand Northern Rocks.
Boulder Coand another gym, Vertical Adventures, are both based in West AucKkféhite
the climbersusing these facilitieare very active and enthusiastigembers of the climbing
community, unfortunately they have limited options to climb outdorshe Auckland region
and generally have ttravel to the Waikato or further afieltb find quality crags

Auckland currentlpnly hastwo active craggboth of which are on Councitserveland)
€) Ti Point (near Leigh); and
(b) StonefieldsMaungarei Springs (in Mount Wellington)

This is a very limited number of climbiageas gven the population density of Auckland and
the increasingpopularityof rock climbing in the region

The additimn of a further cragat Waitipuwould ease pressure on the existing crawgghe
Auckland regiorand provide a useful geographic spreafdclimbing optionsas there are
currently no outdoorcragsin West Auckland.

POTENTIAL F@RIMBING AT WAITIPU

If climbing isconfirmed asa permitted activity at Waitipu we believe that thereis the
potential forup to 80-100routesto be developedThisis an incredibly exciting opportunity
for the Auckland rock climbing communisg it is rare for new crags to lopened

ACAT has identified theur siteshighlighted in the image below as potential areas for rock
climbingat Waitipu
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5.3 Further images of the specific sites thetve potential tabe developed are as follows

RED WALL




YELLOW WALL
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5.6

GREEN WALL

BLUBWNALL

We believe that Waitipu would prove popular with Aucklasiinbersand there is Beadya
strong communityof West Aucklandclimbers as the siteis only a 20-minute drive from
Vertical Adventure¢Glen Edepand Boulder Co(Westgats.

ACAT andur partner organisation, thb S g %S f I y R NZAE Liloyldbe able wro
co-ordinate experiencedvolunteers from the climbing communityp develop climbing area
at Waitipu to makehem as safe as possible for members of thienbingcommunity to visit
and enjoy.

The experience a¥laungarei Springsrag shows that new climbing areas can be developed
safely and responsibly by the climbing communitfaungarei Springs is within a recreation
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